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FREIGHT MOBILITY STRATEGIC INVESTMENT BOARD 

 
 

MEETING MINUTES
 

January 16, 2004 
Olympia, Washington 

 
Board members present were Chairman Dan O’Neal, Mr. Doug MacDonald,  
Ms. Pati Otley, Mr. Don Lemmons, Mr. Dick Marzano, Mr. Andrew Johnsen, Mr. Jim 
Toomey, Mr. Cliff Benson and Ms. Carol Moser. 
 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: Chairman Dan O’Neal welcomed all to the meeting. 
  
MINUTES:  Mr. Don Lemmons moved, and Mr. Jim Toomey seconded to approve the 
November 14, 2003 meeting minutes.   
MOTION CARRIED 
 
FMSIB BUDGET: Director Schmidt reviewed the budget and discussed the unanticipated 
expenditure to install a legislative speaker in the office to hear House and Senate debates 
not covered by TVW.  The Capitol expenditure budget and the Union Pacific balance were 
reviewed. 
 
DIRECTORS REPORT: Director Schmidt reported that she has attended a number of 
FAST planning meetings to assess how the new Federal TEA 21 program might impact the 
program and the Marine Cargo Forecast workshop.  The Director also provided updates on 
the D Street project; a meeting with truckers to discuss trends and the Maritime Conference 
follow up meetings.  The Project Selection Committee met to discuss ways to improve the 
project selection process including adding the City data to the existing Strategic Corridor 
database. 
 
PROJECT UPDATES:  The Ainsworth Project right-of-way needs were discussed as well 
as the additional surplus projected from the completion of the S. 277th St. project.   
 
Ms. Carol Moser moved and Ms. Pati Otley seconded to increase the FMSIB right-of-way 
contribution for the Ainsworth project from $400,000 up to $560,000.  Mr. Jim Toomey 
abstained from the vote. 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
The two approved Canyon Road projects, were reviewed.  When the second application was 
approved, it included the cost for the entire corridor rather than just the segment being 
reviewed.  The Board needs to decide whether they want to stick with the original $3 
million amount approved for project # 53 or go to a different value.  If the percentage were 
applied to the lower project cost it would mean that the FMSIB share would be $2.198 
million.  It was decided that the project sponsors should be invited to attend the next 
meeting prior to a decision being made by the Board.   Since this is the first time the Board 
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has dealt with this type of situation, the resolution may also provide a precedent for future 
project evaluations. 
 
BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:  Mr. Andrew Johnsen reported that the recommendations 
from the Maritime Summit had been assigned to various task force groups for follow up.  
Two legislative committees expressed interest in being briefed on the recommendations and 
on January 20th presentations to the House Trade and Economic Development Committee 
and the Senate Highways and Transportation Committee will be given. 
 
Chairman O’Neal welcomed Mr. Bruce Agnew and Mr. Tom Till from the Cascadia project 
to discuss the Maritime Conference recommendation of establishing a Freight Center of 
Excellence. The Board was asked to authorize the Director to continue to explore the 
possibility of establishing the Center with the Freight Board acting as a conduit for Federal 
funds and part of the board for the Center. Board members asked for an attorney General’s 
Opinion determining whether FMSIB could receive Federal Funds and act as the public lead 
for the Center as well as determining if the Legislative Transportation Committee Chairmen 
are supportive of this concept. Based on the outcome of the answers from the Attorney 
General’s Office and the Legislature, the Board consensus was that the Director should 
continue to work with the group in pursuing a Center of Excellence. 
   
Mr. Cliff Benson reported to the Board that the Puget Sound Regional Council has been 
working on a project tracking process so they can move projects more quickly as funds 
become available.  The new Director is Bob Drewel, formerly the Snohomish County 
Executive and the acting Transportation Policy Board Chair is Julia Patterson. There is an 
effort in 2004 to address small community corridors and position them for possible federal 
funding of improvements. Mr. Benson also reported that he would be representing FMSIB 
at the Short Sea Shipping forum. 
 
Mr. Jim Toomey reported that he convened a project selection committee meeting to look at 
possible improvements to the Board’s project selection process. The meeting also extended 
into the question of how to identify strategic investments in keeping with the Board’s role in 
project identification and how to be sure we were reviewing the freight projects we wanted 
to see, not just the ones which jurisdictions chose to submit. The involvement of the private 
users at the local level and involvement between the publics and the private users was of 
concern as well.  A greater coordination of planning between jurisdictions was also 
identified as a problem and the local government associations have indicated a willingness 
to allow us to provide training on our process and what we would like to see at their 
meetings.   
 
The Marine Cargo Forecast should provide some data on projected strategic needs but will 
need to be coordinated with other data to complete the picture on what the deficiencies are 
and what the public and private sectors need to address.  The goal is to come to grips with 
how to integrate the strategic factor into decisions at the project level and all the available 
data will need to be analyzed to help make that assessment.  
 
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW: Director Schmidt reviewed legislative proposals related to 
freight and the project status of projects on the agency’s 2004 funding request list.    
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LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMEN REPORTS:  House Transportation Committee Chairman, 
Representative Ed Murray and Senate Transportation Committee Chairman Senator Jim 
Horn joined the board for an interactive discussion on session priorities. 
 
Chairman Murray acknowledged that the recently passed revenue package was a positive 
step for the state but that more was needed to also address needs including freight mobility.  
Some of the freight needs could be addressed during the 2004 session including funding 
critical projects on the agency’s 2004 project request list while others would require new 
revenue. The Chairman also encouraged the Board to continue the hard work of moving 
freight forward and remarked that many members in the House were interested in freight 
mobility and the economic benefits of port activity.  He also observed that as legislators the 
obligation to move freight does not end at the state highway, but to make sure that all parts 
of the system are working.  A suggestion that LTC funds could be used to identify the gaps 
in the system was made. 
 
Chairman Horn:  Thanked the Board for the tours of FMSIB projects, and reflected on his 
vision of how RTID might provide the next big step in transportation funding.  The 
Chairman commented that the 2004 session would address minor adjustments including a 
desire to fund some of FMSIB’s projects while the 2005 session would tackle issues like 
freight mobility and local government’s ongoing needs.  He sees specific projects tied to 
funding as the way to gain the public’s support for increased transportation funding.  
 
Both Chairmen indicated their confidence in the Freight Mobility Board’s project selection 
process. 
 
BOARD MEMBER REPORTS - CONTINUED:  Ms. Pati Otley reported that the 
Employment Committee met in executive session to discuss the salary of the Executive 
Director.  The Board noted that the executive director hadn’t received a salary increase 
since 2000 and believed that the Executive Director was doing an excellent job and is 
deserving of a salary increase. 
 
Ms. Pati Otley moved and Mr. Don Lemmons and others seconded that the Board increase 
the Director’s salary by two and one-half per cent, effective as soon as that is possible. 
MOTION CARRIED. 
 
COLUMBIA RIVER: Mr. Toomey told the board that the Corps of Engineers issued a 
record of decision on the Columbia River Channel deepening project, to take it from the 40 
feet to 43 feet.  A Record of Decision has been issued in the past but was challenged in 
court.  The next step appears to be the creation of a Project Cooperation Agreement 
however further lawsuits are also anticipated.  Gov. Locke and the Governors of Oregon, 
Idaho and Montana have sent a letter to the President urging him to fund the project in his 
2005 budget.  
 
COMMERCE CORRIDOR:  Senator Dan Swecker explained his concept to study 
development of a possible Commerce Corridor.  The $500,000 analysis will be conducted 
by the WSDOT’s office of Freight Strategy and Policy chaired by Commissioner Dan 
O’Neal. The original concept is for a new north-south road parallel to I-5 from Lewis 



County to the Canadian border.  The current interest would include rail, pipelines, 
transmission lines, fiber optics and anything else that would lend itself to a corridor concept.  
Initial interest from potential users were mixed and King County opposed having a new 
road constructed. The route would be an extremely limited access road to cut down local 
traffic movements. Additional interest in looking at a north-south corridor in Eastern 
Washington has also been expressed. WSDOT is tasked with setting up a protocol for 
evaluating the issue, and then apply the pilot protocol on a corridor on the West side of the 
Cascades. 
 
OUTREACH: Director Schmidt asked Board members to let her know what meetings they 
had attended in the last quarter keeping freight elevated in the discussions so they could be 
reported on the quarterly report to the state. 
 
FUTURE MEETING: The Board discussed the proposed March meeting date and 
determined that too many members were unable to attend.  After consulting calendars, the 
Board selected a new meeting date. 
Mr. Lemmons moved and Ms. Moser seconded the motion that the next FMSIB meeting be 
held on April 2, 2004 in Tacoma, WA.   
MOTION CARRIED 
 
MEETING ADJOURNED 1:46 PM. 

 

  
      A. DANIEL O’NEAL, CHAIRMAN 
 
 
ATTEST:   
   
 

                 
KAREN SCHMIDT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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